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PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 
Thank you for your interest in the School of Social Work (SSW) at San Diego State University. The 
profession of Social Work is deeply committed both to the relief of human distress and inequality and to 
meeting the social, psychological, and economic needs of human beings. The underpinning value of the 
profession is a commitment to social justice. While this concern for others is a vital ingredient of Social 
Work, it must be implemented with the knowledge and skills of the profession. 

To accomplish these goals, the School of Social Work offers a 1-year Advanced Standing Program, and a 2, 3 
and 4-year graduate curriculum in direct practice or administration/community development. 

Throughout this prospective student handbook, you will learn about the SDSU SSW MSW Program. Please 
note, the San Diego Campus accepts new applicants annually and the Imperial Valley Campus accepts 
applications every three years. This year we are accepting applications for both campuses to start in Fall 
2026. 

WELCOME TO OUR 

The School of Social Work was founded in 1963 and has been proudly accredited by the Council of Social 
Work Education since 1966. 

SDSU School of Social Work offers: 
Education and research programs guided by a team of administrators and faculty members who are 
noted experts in their area of research. 
A commitment to international and multicultural education, internships available in Tijuana, as well as 
cross border conferences, and support for student organizations, DEI integrated coursework and 
specialized electives. 
Opportunities for up to 40 paid stipends through the California IV-E Education Program for $50,000 
over 2 years for full-time MSW students. The Cal IV-E Education program assists MSW students who 
are committed to working in the field of child welfare and foster care services. 
The SSW contracts with over 400 community agencies to provide opportunities for direct practice and 
administrative field experience in medical and hospice settings, residential and outpatient mental 
health facilities, County of San Diego child protection, foster care service agencies and school settings 
including elementary, middle, and secondary throughout San County. 
Competitive tuition and application fees. 

MSW Program Mission Statement 
The mission of the MSW program is to prepare versatile leaders for professional, ethical, and advanced 
specialist social work practice. The program focuses on evidence-informed practices, advancing equity 
and social justice, promoting human rights, and engaging in social action to enhance individual and 
community well-being. The program prepares graduates to meet the evolving needs of the diverse US-
Mexico border-connected region, Tribal and Indigenous communities, and beyond. 
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WHY CHOOSE SAN DIEGO? 
Since its founding in 1897, the university has grown to become a leading public research 
university. SDSU has officially been classified as an R1 research institution, the highest distinction 
given to doctoral universities in the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. It 
is also a federally-designated Hispanic-serving Institution as well as an Asian American and 
Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institution (AANAPISI). SDSU provides more than 
39,000 students with the opportunity to participate in an academic curriculum distinguished by 
direct contact with faculty and an international emphasis that prepares them for a global future. 

A National Reputation for Academic Excellence 

SDSU, designated a “Doctoral/Research University- Intensive” by the Carnegie Foundation, is 
ranked among the top 7.2 percent of higher education institutions in   the United States. As you 
pursue your master’s degree   in one of 81 areas or your joint doctoral degree in one   of 19 areas, 
you will learn from distinguished faculty, engaged in teaching and research. 

Research Opportunities 

SDSU is a hub of student invention and innovation, led by the Lavin Entrepreneurship Center and 
the Zahn Innovation Center. FORBES magazine ranked SDSU No. 18 on its list of America’s Most 
Entrepreneurial Universities.   SDSU has officially been classified as an R1 research institution, the 
highest distinction given to doctoral universities in the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of 
Higher Education. 

San Diego Community: An International Hub 
Known for its near-perfect climate, 70 miles of beaches, over 100 golf courses, the world famous 
San Diego Zoo and Sea World, and breathtaking deserts to explore, San Diego is also recognized 
globally as a growing academic and research Mecca. San Diego’s geographic location and diverse 
population help make the area a dynamic international hub. 
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The CSU makes every effort to keep student costs to a minimum. Fees listed in published 
schedules or student accounts may need to be increased when public funding is inadequate. 
Therefore, CSU must reserve the right, even after initial fee payments are made, to increase or 
modify any listed fees, without notice, until the date when instruction for a particular semester 
or quarter has begun. All CSU listed fees should be regarded as estimates that are subject to 
change upon approval by the Board of Trustees. 

You must pay Tuition and Fees before you can access the Web registration system. “My 
Registration,” available at my.SDSU, contains registration and payment information. The 
registration process is not complete until you are officially enrolled in classes. Payment of fees 
alone does not constitute registration. All Cashier Holds must be cleared prior to paying for 
registration. Payments to clear financial holds must be made by cash, debit cards, money order, 
or certified check. Inquire at Student Account Services for more information. Personal checks or 
credit cards will NOT be accepted. 

TUITION & FEES 

ID Card Fee and Information 

All MSW students are required to purchase an SDSU 
photo identification card, which permits use of 
campus services, such as student activities, athletic 
events, library privileges, etc. For additional 
information, contact the SDSU Card Office at (619) 
594-6800. 

Liability for Payment 

It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of total fees due whether or not an invoice is received. Students 
with an approved Petition for Late Schedule Adjustment must pay in addition to the $20.00 late add fee any 
fees that may be due as a result of the added units. For example, a student enrolled in 6 units has an approved 
petition to add 3 additional units. In addition to the $20.00 late fee, the fees for the difference between part-
time and full-time fees are due BEFORE the Office of the Registrar will process the add. 

Please note: Dropping a class after the schedule adjustment deadline (based on approved petition only) does 
not reduce your fee liability. If you are enrolled in 6 units and add 3 units and drop 3 units, you will still be 
liable for full-time Tuition and Fees. Students submitting authorization to bill a third party for their Tuition and 
Fees will be held responsible for payment if the third party agency fails to pay. 
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